
TWIGWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

HELD AT 7.00PM ON 6th July 2023
IN THE DOWN HATHERLEY VILLAGE HALL
https://twigworthparishcouncil.wordpress.com 
	1. 
	Acceptance of office form to be signed by George Sharpley prior to the meeting

	2. 
	Welcome and introductions 

	3. 
	Attendance recorded Parish Councillors George Sharpley, Elaine Watson, John Redfern (chair of meeting) & Mike Davies – County Councillor McLain, 1 Member of the public 

	4. 
	Apologies received and accepted from Parish Councillor Rick Harris & Borough Councillor Hands 
Borough Councillor Paul Ockelton did not attend

	5. 
	Council agreed the adoption of the recommended Code of Conduct as distributed via the Borough Council

	6. 
	Declaration of Interest for matters on the agenda were invited – Cllr Watson on planning item b

	7. 
	Members of the Public were invited to speak to the Council & then members of the public were invited to observe the remainder of the meeting
a) Quality of water in Hatherley Brook is deteriorating and STWA has reduced its testing schedule.  There has been some vegetation clearing along the banks. County Councillor McLain will investigate membership of the GCC appropriate committee.  The sewage spillage earlier in the year was noted.  There is a STWA public meeting in the Village Hall in conjunction with Down Hatherley on 19th July

b)  Resident gave update on Laburnum Cottage, works have been stopped by TBC at the present time.  Glos Highways have made a site visit. 

	8. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meetings held on 2nd March and 1st June 2023 were approved- website to be updated

	9. 
	Council agreed adoption of Power of General Competency as 2/3rds of the Council has been elected and the Council employ a qualified Clerk

	10. 
	Financial report noted as attached

	11. 
	Payment list approved as discussed at the meeting
Expenses £12.55

HMRC £220.20

	12. 
	Report received from County Councillor McLain
change of policy for Highway repairs, including jet patching and find& fix  major/minor repairs in same location are being done whilst on site

Community funding budget spent for 23/24 but will be available next financial year

Down Hatherley/Norton PC project for TRO has had initial discussions and would be supported by Councillor McLain

Grass cutting of visibility cut completed with a 2nd cut now due

Gulley clearing has taken place

Ash Die Back project ongoing & trees are still available

Young People in Care figures given for County

Unpaid Carers support

Question regarding lay-by grass cutting not done, overhanging branches are causing difficulties for lorries  and Twigworth signs down by the School House. 

	13. 
	Report not available from Borough Councillor Hands 

Report not available from Borough Councillor Ockelton

	14. 
	Highway matters to be discussed and approved

a. Update on A38 Road Safety given by Clerk
b. Bid for community speed watch VAS on A38 -submission made by Cllrs  Harris/Sharpley- meeting was held with Dave Holland to discuss best locations for fixed community speed VAS-On South bound will be installed.  
c. Lowering the kerb at Twigworth bus shelter outside Orchard Park-Cllr Harris bfwd
d. 9/00953/APP -: potential for Road Traffic Accident -correspondence from resident noted


	15. 
	Councillor responsibilities were approved, noted that individual Councillors do not have the power to make decisions on behalf of the Council and that all representations on behalf of the Council will be approved in advance by the Council
Cllr Harris/Cllr Davies – Highways/PROW

Cllr Redfern   - Community engagement

Cllr Sharpley – Flooding

Planning – Cllr Watson and whole Council

Finance – whole Council



	16. 
	Planning Matters discussed and responses approved  

a. Enforcement action updates- noted
b. Updates on 1 Laburnum cottage - noted
c. 23/00453/FUL - School House – support agreed
d. 20/00679/FUL - Land Adjacent Ivy Cottage-  object on basis of lack of infrastructure, flood issues, over development of area, impact on sewage/drainage systems. 


	17. 
	Community engagement matters discussed and approved
a. Parish Councillor contact ability – where Councillor email has been set up, this will be in public domain. Communication channels between Councillors were discussed 

Email is preferred and Councillors will support each other to ensure that all Councillors have access to an email.

b. Parish Council local network review and agreed way forward for networking with other local parishes in view of boundary review as discussed at last meeting- Vice Chair – Cllr Redfern will lead this project
c. Twigworth War Memorial (St Matthews); It was agreed that the PC will have a representative at the Remembrance Day ceremony, it was agreed Council send a wreath up to £20.  Cllr Redfern will lead this project
d. Twigworth Newsletter – advertisement from housing association requested. Council agreed to accept advertisement and the fee of £100 per month.   Council agreed to use this funding to pay for a non-advertisement version of wordpress


	18. 
	Parish Council -4 Year Plan 
Council agreed a working group to prepare draft plan for Council approval- Cllr Watson will initially lead

	19. 
	Council infrastructure matters discussed and approved 

Section 106 Funding clarified (see email information already distributed).  Borough councillors have been approached for support in this matter. 
a. Additional or repositioned Post box for Twigworth Local Centre- application has been raised for an additional post box and is being followed up by Royal Mail
b. Sponsor a tree scheme – (Cllr Harris) 
c. Provision of children’s play area and equipment for the general Twigworth and new housing development areas- Part of s106 and will be followed up by BC Hands
d. Dog waste bins- funding available from TBC for 4 but PC will need to maintain/replace going forward.  Council to wait for further public input.  (Cllr Redfern)
e. Consider provision of a Defibrillator for Twigworth (Cllr Redfern) Clerk to send link from other local Council 
f. Consider the provision of Allotments for Twigworth- Clerk advised on legal position of PC and allotments- 4 year plan
Council agreed standing orders to be suspended to allow meeting to continue
g. Utilising redundant HGV Information board at lay-by for Parish use- ownership to be established -cfwd
h. Bus Stop and Shelter for Twigworth Green as raised by at last meeting- see previous email correspondence-cfwd
i. Pavements on A38 from Church to Twigworth Green-cfwd
Action tracking programme to be considered

	20. 
	Flood group update discussed and noted
Meeting with STWA on 19th July 2023 at 5pm -public welcome

Review of historic problems noted


	21. 
	Date of next meeting 7th September 2023 at 7pm
2nd November –(budget /precept setting)

4th January 

7th March

2nd May (AGM/Parish assembly)



	22. 
	Confidential business- Council noted a confidential matter raised by a member of public

	23. 
	Close of meeting 21.21


Financial reports
Budget

	BUDGET/ACTUAL
	ACTUAL y/e 23
	Agreed budget for 23/24
	

	Precept
	3910
	7345
	

	Ndp
	0
	
	

	Interest
	0
	
	

	TOTAL INCOME
	3910
	7345
	

	
	
	
	

	Salary
	2689
	2646
	

	SUBSC
	112
	120
	GAPTC

	payroll
	100
	120
	payroll services

	website
	0
	
	

	bus shelter
	0
	3000
	New cost approx. £8k

	insurance
	171
	180
	

	admin
	468
	500
	

	equip
	0
	200
	dog bins etc

	audit
	0
	150
	

	venue hire
	120
	200
	village hall

	training
	49
	100
	councillors

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	3709
	7216
	


	reserves
	31/03/2022
	31/12/2022
	31/03/2023
	

	general
	3145
	2298.
	871
	Under/over spends

	precept
	
	
	1500
	Aim for one year of precept

	NDP
	585.
	585.
	585
	bfwd

	current yr
	-846.
	969
	129
	To be added to general

	bank bal
	2883.
	3852.
	3085
	


RFO advises Council that it does not currently have financial reserves to undertake projects and therefore needs to a) build resilience and b) plan for long term projects 
As the council tax band grows, a higher precept may be set to begin to develop financial resilience

Council does not own land or buildings and have limited infrastructure in the way of street furniture
The Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 imposed a duty on councils – which remains in force - to provide allotments if six or more people say that they want them. However, there is no time limit and many people would have to wait decades to obtain an allotment.  

The Council can only provide allotments when it is able to obtain land
Council Powers
A local council is a statutory local authority in its own right, having a fairly wide variety of powers conferred by many statues. Although its powers are not as extensive as those of county and district councils, a local council should not be regarded as being subordinate to either of those tiers of local government. A local council, being at grass roots level, has an important role in the local government field, representing the community which it is elected to serve.

· Provision and management of ALLOTMENTS

· Development of the ARTS

· Provision and management of public BATHS and WASH-HOUSES (including launderettes)

· Provision and maintenance of BUS SHELTERS

· Provision of BYELAWS relating to pleasure grounds, public walks, open spaces, baths, wash-houses, swimming pools

· Matters relating to CHARITIES

· Provision, maintenance and lighting of public CLOCKS

· Maintenance of closed CHURCHYARDS
· Provision, equipment and management of COMMUNITY CENTRES (including village halls)

· Payment of expenses for attendance at CONFERENCES and courses

· CONTRACTS for discharge of functions

· Draining, cleansing and treatment of DITCHES and DRAINS (including ponds, pools, streams, gutters)

· EMPLOYMENT of persons

· Provision of ENTERTAINMENTS (eg theatres, concert halls, dance halls and maintenance of bands or orchestras

· Erection of FLAGPOLES
· Public FOOTPATHS and bridleways (including creation by agreement with landowner, repair and maintenance, erection of direction posts, erection of notices warning of local dangers, prosecution for unlawful ploughing of a path or failure to restore after ploughing)

· HIGHWAYS: agreements for dedication of highway over land, planting of trees, shrubs, etc, and laying out grass verges in highway

· Provision of INFORMATION on services

· LAND: acquisition, appropriation and disposal; acceptance of gifts of property

· LEGAL PROCEEDINGS: prosecution, defence and appearances, for promotion or protection of the interests of inhabitants

· Provision of certain LIGHTING

· Prosecutions for dropping LITTER in public places, FLY POSTING and GRAFFITI

· Provision of LITTER BINS

· Organisation of LOCAL LOTTERIES
· Provision and maintenance of PARKING PLACES

· Financial support for maintenance of local POSTAL and telephone facilities

· Provision and maintenance of PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

· Appearance at PUBLIC INQUIRIES

· Contributions to MUSEUMS and art galleries

· PUBLIC OFFICES: provision, use and letting for the parish

· Provision of RECREATION including pleasure grounds, parks and public walks, playing fields, recreation centres, tennis courts, squash courts, boating, youth shelters

· Provision and maintenance of roadside SEATS and SHELTERS

· Making of STANDING ORDERS for regulation of proceedings and business as to contracts

· Promotion of TOURISM

· Maintenance, repair and protection of WAR MEMORIALS

· Limited powers to provide WATER SUPPLY

· Promotion of ENERGY SAVING MEASURES in their area


